ID7010 Europe and its Identities: A Cultural History

Module type Option (programme module: Identities and Cultures of Europe; approved module:
Comparative Literature, Literary Translation)

Term / hours Michaelmas /22
ECTS 10

Coordinator(s) Dr Baldzs Apor (aporb@tcd.ie)

Module description

This module explores various aspects of the construction of Europe as an idea, a utopia and a
political project as well as a form of identity. The main focus of the module will be on the
construction of Europe as opposed to an imagined ‘Other’, perceived in cultural, geographic, ethnic
and racial terms in different time periods over history. The module aims to present the dynamics of
exclusion-inclusion practices, and to investigate the way such practices shaped the development of
the idea and representation of Europe in European cultures.

Assessment

The module is assessed through a 4,000-word essay.
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Learning outcomes

Upon successful completion of this module, students should be able to:

LO1

LO2

LO3

LO4

LO5

LO6

Contextualise chosen texts within an appropriate theoretical framework.

Identify and evaluate the complexity of meanings attached to the concept of Europe.
Describe how the concept and the idea of Europe emerged in history.

Assess how identities are constructed and culturally conditioned.

Research and write an essay, identifying a research question, structuring an analysis and
discussion, responding critically to primary and secondary sources and providing references
as appropriate.

Research and present a paper, identifying a research question, structuring an oral
presentation, using visual aids as appropriate, maintaining and sustaining relations with the
listeners and providing an overview of sources.
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